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Refurbishment: An Opportunity to Reinvent the Construction Sector )

Abstract

The urgent need to reinvent the construction sector in Spain makes refurbishment
a prime area in achieving this, to begin with given that we are faced with a slump
in newbuild construction, and secondly because refurbishment projects serve as
wonderful laboratories for the implementation of new techniques and materials.

Converting the construction sector into a modern, efficient and sustainable sector
means on the one hand restoring its social foundations as a provider of housing, doing
so in @ manner which respects the environment and natural resources, while also
increasing levels of qualifications and industrialisation by adopting new construction
techniques with new materials and energy requirements.

The main aim of this paper is to set out a series of specific proposals in order to put
in place a genuine policy for refurbishment across towns nationwide. It first examines
the beneficial impacts of refurbishment on the new model of sustainable economy,
along with its effects on social cohesion in cities and the urban environment. A series
of initiatives in support of this activity is then set out, its structure based on the three
levels of public authority responsibility.

To read the full document (in Spanish) go to:
http://www.fundacionideas.es/sites/default/files/pdf/DD_07_2011.pdf
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